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How	to	make	a	mla	paper	look	longer

Need	to	make	a	paper	longer	but	out	of	ideas?	Forget	fudging	the	margins	and	font	or	even	the	legendary	"period	trick."	These	6	tips	will	make	your	paper	longer—and	better!	First	and	foremost,	know	that	your	professor	most	likely	knows	about	all	of	the	"easy"	tricks	and	can	spot	'em!	Changing	the	font,	changing	the	margins,	doing	the	"period
trick,"	and	tons	of	other	sneaky	ways	to	make	your	paper	longer	have	all	been	done	before	and	then	some.	Since	you	need	to	make	your	paper	longer,	not	worse,	skip	the	easy	stuff	and	focus	on	the	content.	Add	additional	quotations	to	support	your	examples.	If	your	paper	is	good,	you'll	have	examples	to	support	your	thesis.	To	make	your	paper	even
better	(and	longer),	make	sure	you	have	at	least	one	quotation	from	the	text—if	not	more—to	support	your	examples.	(And	be	careful	about	citing	your	quotations	accurately,	too.)	Add	an	additional	example	to	each	paragraph/argument/idea.	If	you	can't	add	more	quotations,	add	more	examples	to	support	your	position.	Think	about	more	ways	to	make
your	point	by	showing—not	just	telling—the	reader.	Make	sure	each	paragraph	has	a	topic	sentence,	supporting	evidence,	and	a	concluding/transition	sentence.	Of	course,	each	paragraph	should	have	more	than	just	these	three	sentences,	but	you	might	be	surprised	at	how	easily	each	can	be	left	off—and	how	much	longer	your	paper	can	become	if
you	go	back	through	and	insert	missing	items	where	needed.	Think	about	the	arguments	against	your	thesis—and	then	make	sure	you've	addressed	those	points.	Sure,	you	may	have	good	arguments	for	your	position.	But	what	would	someone	holding	the	opposite	position	say?	And	what	would	you	say	in	response?	Making	sure	those	responses	are
already	included	in	your	paper	is	a	great	way	to	make	sure	you've	covered	all	the	bases...	and	a	great	way	to	add	some	length	if	your	paper	is	a	little	shorter	than	you'd	like.	Confirm	and	reconfirm	that	you	have	a	strong	introduction,	thesis	statement,	and	conclusion.	Although	you	may	be	focused	on	the	body	of	your	paper	and	the	evidence	supporting
your	position,	having	a	strong	intro,	thesis,	and	conclusion	are	important,	too.	Making	sure	your	paper	starts	with	a	bang	(good	intro),	has	a	solid	foundation	to	stand	on	(strong	thesis),	and	leaves	the	reader	convinced	(stellar	conclusion)	is	a	great	way	to	make	sure	your	paper	is	all-around	better—and	longer!	Design	by	Yoora	Kim//NetflixWhen	you're
writing	a	school	paper	after	researching	and	typing	for	what	feels	like	ages,	but	you	still	haven't	reached	your	teacher's	required	page	count,	it's	normal	to	feel	frustrated.	Maybe	you	get	a	little	creative	and	play	Microsoft	Word	gymnastics	with	different	fonts	and	spacing,	or	become	super	expressive	with	your	descriptions.	There's	also	a	chance	you
missed	something	on	the	assignment	rubric,	or	overlooked	the	opportunity	to	include	more	quotes	from	trusted	sources.	You	might	even	be	able	to	load	up	on	a	few	more	examples	for	your	argument,	easily	boosting	the	word	count	with	additional	research.	Still	a	couple	pages	behind	the	limit?	Don't	worry.	Below,	we	have	over	20	tips	to	help	you	hit
that	page	requirement.	1.	Make	sure	you	included	everything	on	the	rubric.	If	you	forgot	a	whole	section	focusing	on	the	counter	argument,	that	could	be	the	reason	why	your	paper	is	a	couple	pages	shorter	than	needed.	2.	Load	up	on	transitional	phrases.	Your	paper	isn't	long	enough,	therefore	it	may	be	necessary	to	add	some	transitional	phrases
because	they	take	up	space.	On	the	other	hand,	this	could	make	your	paper	really	wordy,	however,	it	may	be	necessary.	See	what	I	did	there?	College	Classes	You	Won't	Believe	Actually	Exist3.	Spell	out	your	numbers.	There	are	four	editorial	styles	—	AP,	APA,	MLA,	and	Chicago.	Each	one	has	a	different	rule	for	spelling	out	numbers,	which	can	work
out	in	your	favor.	For	instance,	in	APA,	you	write	out	all	numbers	under	10.	So	a	one-character	"7"	becomes	a	five-character	"seven."	In	MLA,	you	spell	out	all	numbers	at	the	beginning	of	a	sentence,	and	all	simple	numbers	(those	that	are	one	or	two	words).	Make	sure	to	check	the	assignment	rubric	to	see	what	style	your	paper	should	be	written	in!4.
Ditch	the	contractions.	Honestly,	you	probably	should	not	even	be	using	contractions	in	a	formal	essay,	so	if	you	are	filling	up	your	paper	with	"don't,"	"won't,"	and	"can't,"	switch	them	out	for	"do	not,"	"will	not,"	and	"cannot."	5.	Use	numerous	examples.	Make	sure	to	do	extensive	research	on	your	essay	topic	and	come	up	with	at	least	2-3	examples
for	every	argument	presented.	One	example	might	seem	like	enough,	but	adding	a	couple	more	points	improves	your	paper	and	boosts	its	word	count.How	to	Nail	the	College	Application	Process6.	Add	quotes.	Including	quotes,	whether	they	be	from	a	book,	news	article,	or	trusted	source,	helps	strengthen	and	validate	the	point	you're	making	in	a
paper.	But	you	can't	just	drop	a	quotation	without	context.	Introducing,	writing	out,	and	properly	unpacking	a	quote	can	add	value	—	and	length	—	to	your	essay.7.	Start	getting	really	descriptive	about	everything.	How	illustrative	can	you	get	about	the	evolution	of	electricity,	you	ask?	Well,	the	answer	is:	Very.	The	howling	wind	gushed	passed
Benjamin	Franklin	at	30	miles	per	hour	on	that	cold,	rainy	night,	pulling	the	string	of	his	kite	taught	as	it	fought	to	stay	in	the	sky	and	sent	his	grey	hair	flying	up	in	the	sky	like	silvery	wisps.	8.	Try	to	make	your	header	longer.	If	possible,	of	course.	Some	teachers	clearly	state	what	information	needs	to	be	included	in	the	header.	But	if	there's	no
guideline,	add	what	you	can	within	reason	—	I'm	not	sure	your	teacher	is	going	to	appreciate	your	TikTok	or	Insta	handle	listed	on	the	page.	9.	Have	someone	proofread.	Getting	another	pair	of	eyes	to	read	your	paper	might	reveal	some	areas	in	need	of	work.	Maybe	you	need	to	elaborate	a	bit	more	on	a	certain	argument,	or	include	a	quote	to
strengthen	an	example.	Gifts	That'll	Make	College	Experience	10x	Better10.	Revisit	your	introduction	paragraph.	Sometimes,	an	introduction	is	easiest	to	write	after	the	paper	has	been	written.	Having	already	presented	and	thoroughly	discussed	the	argument	in	the	essay's	body	paragraphs,	you	have	a	more	concrete	understanding	of	what	direction
the	paper	takes.	There	might	be	some	information	or	ideas	you	can	add	into	the	intro,	to	better	set	up	the	paper's	points.11.	Make	your	spacing	larger.	Your	teacher	probably	won't	be	able	to	tell	the	difference	between	double	spacing	and	2.5	spacing.	*fingers	crossed*12.	While	you're	at	it,	expand	the	spacing	between	the	characters.	Yes,	I'm	talking
between	each	and	every	letter.	13.	Raise	the	font	size	from	12pt	to	12.5pt.	Nobody	has	to	know!	14.	Make	all	periods	and	commas	14pt.	It	sounds	tedious,	but	simply	command-f	and	search	for	the	period,	that	way	you	can	change	all	of	them	at	once.15.	Put	extra	space	around	your	(super	long	and	bolded)	title.	It	needs	some	space	to	shine	and
breathe,	obvs.	16.	Change	the	font.	You	can't	get	too	crazy	or	else	your	teacher	will	call	you	out,	so	you	stick	with	something	super	similar	to	Times	New	Roman,	but	slightly	bigger,	like	Bookman	Old	Style.	However	some	teachers	specify	a	certain	font	in	the	paper's	assignment	requirements	—	in	the	case,	don't	try	to	switch	things	up.	The	SAT	Will	Be
Digital	and	Shorter	by	202417.	Reverse	outline.	After	you've	finished	penning	your	essay,	read	it	through	and	write	an	outline	on	what	you	have	written	so	far.	This	strategy	can	reveal	some	paragraphs	in	need	of	further	development.	If	you	notice	one	super	long	paragraph,	try	breaking	the	ideas	down	into	separate	paragraphs.	This	might	bump	the
page	count	up	a	bit,	and	give	you	the	opportunity	to	include	a	few	more	transition	sentences.	18.	Make	your	margins	bigger.	You	have	to	be	careful	about	the	left	and	right	margins,	and	the	top	can	be	tricky.	But	the	bottom	margin,	you	can	practically	make	it	as	big	as	you	want.	And	then	you	can...19.	Add	a	fancy	footer	with	page	numbers.	Obviously
(hopefully),	your	teacher	will	appreciate	your	attention	to	detail	and	presentation.20.	Add	a	header	with	the	title	of	your	paper	to	every	single	page.	Just	in	case	your	teacher	forgets	what	your	paper	is	about.	You	only	want	to	help.	21.	Make	a	separate	cover	page.	Technically,	the	rubric	didn't	say	it	couldn't	count	as	page	one.	Leah	CampanoAssistant
EditorLeah	Campano	is	an	assistant	editor	at	Seventeen,	where	she	covers	pop	culture,	entertainment	news,	health,	and	politics.	On	the	weekends,	you	can	probably	find	her	watching	marathons	of	vintage	Real	Housewives	episodes	or	searching	for	New	York	City’s	best	almond	croissants.	Noelle	DevoeEntertainment	EditorWhen	I'm	not	holed	up	in
my	room	going	on	a	completely	unproductive	Netflix	binge	or	Tumblr	stalking	Timothée	Chalomet,	I'm	searching	for	awesome	celeb	news	stories	that	Seventeen	readers	will	love!	You	finished	writing	your	paper	and	need	to	submit	it	soon.	However,	the	number	of	pages	does	not	correspond	to	the	criteria	provided	by	your	professor.		You	ask	yourself
how	to	make	an	essay	look	longer?	Fortunately,	it	is	possible	by	using	the	following	tricks.Need	editing	help	with	your	essay?Our	expert	editors	can	help	you!Order	nowYou	may	use	a	larger	font.	In	case	your	professor	did	not	give	you	exact	specifications	about	the	font	which	you	can	use,	you	should	choose	some	popular	one	like	Courier	New,
	Cambria,	Arial	or	Bangla	Sangam	MN.	Nonetheless,	try	not	to	exaggerate.	We	do	not	advise	you	to	use,	for	instance,	Lucida	Handwriting	or	Arial	Black,	because	your	professor	will	see	that	you	are	trying	to	make	your	paper	look	longer	by	applying	a	larger	one.You	can	slightly	adjust	the	font	size.	For	example,	if	your	professor	asks	to	use	11	pt.,	to
make	paper	longer,	apply	11.1,	11.2,	11.3,	11.5	size.	Compare	the	adjustments	and	apply	the	one	which	is	not	too	eye-catching.If	you	wonder	how	to	make	an	essay	longer	period	trick,	just	extend	the	size	of	commas	and	periods.	To	do	it,	you	should	press	control+F	on	the	keyboard.	You	will	see	a	window	with	find	and	replace	function.	All	you	need	is
to	select	all	the	11.pt	commas	and	periods	and	then	change	them	to	the	12	pt.You	could	also	change	the	spacing	between	your	paper	lines.	In	case	the	single	or	double	spacing	is	required,	follow	the	next	steps:	open	“Format”	and	“Paragraph”.	You	will	see	the	line	“Spacing”.	In	this	case	select	“Multiple”.		Then	just	enter	1.1	or	2.1	in	the	box.You
should	scale	down	the	right	margin.	To	reduce	it	without	noticing,	change	it	only	by	a	quarter.	For	example,	if	your	professor	requires	the	margin	size	of	1.5	cm,	reduce	it	to	0.9	cm.		In	order	to	do	it,	click	“Format”	and	then	“Document”.	Enter	0.9	in	the	box	next	to	“Right”.	This	tip	can	help	you	to	extend	your	paper	without	any	noticeable	changes.	Do
not	reduce	the	left	margin.	As	the	documents	are	always	justified	on	the	left	margin,	it	helps	to	create	a	visible	change.5	More	Tips	on	How	to	Make	an	Essay	LongerHere	are	some	pieces	of	advice	from	experienced	essay	writers	and	students:Try	to	increase	the	bottom	margin	by	a	quarter.	In	the	“Document”	find	the	box	which	is	next	to	“Bottom”
and	enter	1.25.	In	case	it	is	too	visible,	change	it	for	instance	to	1.15.		With	this	useful	tip,	you	can	make	your	paper	look	longer	without	noticing.Expand	spacing	between	the	words.	It	will	also	increase	the	number	of	pages	in	your	paper.		Open	“Font”	and	then	“Advanced”	window.	In	the	“Expanded”	enter	1.6	into	the	box.	It	is	next	to	the	button
“By”.Increase	the	header	of	your	essay.	Include	your	name,	the	title,	the	number	of	the	course,	the	date,	the	name	of	your	teacher,	number	of	your	student	ID	card	and	email.	Include	all	necessary	information	which	may	extend	your	header.	Do	not	forget	to	use	double	spacing.The	title	of	your	paper	should	be	placed	on	the	line	under	the	header.		You
should	put	it	in	the	center.	You	can	also	expand	the	font	size.	Check	whether	you	use	double	space	between	the	title	and	the	header	as	well	as	between	the	title	and	the	first	paragraph.By	adding	a	footer	page	which	includes	numbers	your	composition	will	look	longer	as	well.When	you	know	everything	about	period	tips	which	would	make	your	essay
longer,	now	it	would	be	useful	to	learn	how	to	make	an	essay	longer	with	words.If	you	need	to	enter	a	number	and	it	is	less	than	ten,	then	spell	it	out.	For	instance,	spell	out	two	instead	of	writing	the	numeral.	This	tip	helps	to	make	your	paper	longer.	Moreover,	it	is	professional	because	spelling	out	the	numerals	is	required	in	formal	writing.It	is
forbidden	to	use	shortenings	in	formal	writing.	So	this	is	another	possibility	to	extend	your	essay	by	writing	them	out.	Instead	of	“won’t”	use	“will	not”,	or	instead	of	“don’t”	-	“do	not”.Replace	specific	pronouns	with	names.	For	instance,	“Barack	Obama	and	Donald	Trump”	instead	of	“they”.	However,	do	not	exaggerate.You	should	use	a	lot	of
descriptions	in	your	capstone	paper.	While	providing	any	new	information,	extend	its	description	and	give	definitions,	specific	dates,	and	numbers,	names	of	persons.Make	a	short	conclusion	after	each	paragraph.	Summarize	the	points	and	give	your	opinion	if	necessary.You	don’t	need	to	ask	anymore	how	to	make	a	paper	longer.	Just	use	these
methods	and	you	will	be	surprised	how	the	number	of	pages	increases	in	a	few	clicks.If	You	do	not	Have	Time	for	Writing	Essay,	EssayVikings	Can	Do	it	for	YouNeed	editing	help	with	your	essay?Our	expert	editors	can	help	you!Order	nowOur	research	paper	writing	service	helps	thousands	of	students	to	do	their	assignment.	The	team	of	experienced
writers	writes	high	quality	and	original	works	on	any	topic.	All	you	need	is	to	provide	instructions	given	by	your	teacher,	requirements,	and	deadline.	You	have	a	possibility	to	select	your	writer	and	stay	in	touch	with	our	team	till	your	paper	is	written.	As	most	of	our	clients	are	students,	we	write	paperwork	for	an	affordable	price.	Unlike	other	essay
services,	we	ask	you	to	transfer	money	only	when	your	task	is	ready.
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